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By SARAH RUPPENTHAL

or any college-bound
F high school senior,
there’s nothing quite like

the thrill of receiving an accept-
ance letter from their top-choice
school. But for many. that
chicken-skin moment may be
overshadowed by a distressing
question: “How am I going to
pay for this?”

That's why student scholar-
ship programs are so important.

There are many Realtors As-
sociation of Maui (RAM)
members who support Maui’s
young scholars every year.
Among them are Rob Shelton
of Island Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty and Betty and
Roy Sakamoto of Coldwell
Banker Island Properties. They
offer annual scholarships
through the Lahainaluna HlJ]

lished in 2000 that pmnd S re-
sources and opportunities to the
Lahainaluna school commu-
nity and assists in preserving
and perpetuating the school’s
culture, history and traditions.
Among other things, LHSF has
provided the school with a $9
‘million state-of-the-art multl-
purpose stadium:
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more than $1.25 million in
grants to nearly every team,
club and student organization
on campus; fills the book-
shelves of the school library;
and has administered more
than $1.8 million in donor-
sponsored scholarships to La-
hainaluna High School
students and teachers.

Shelton is a founding direc-
tor of the LHSF; he is also a
past president and current
mumb«.r of its board of direc-

. His wife, Louisa, and their
Jeff and Kelvie,

the Shelton “Ohana Scholar-
ship as a way to pay it forward
by providing financial support

Realtors of Maui
member Rob Shelton (upper
right) and Lahainaluna High
School alumni Louisa Shelton
(upper left), Jeff Shelton (lower
left) and Kelvie Shelton an-
nounce the recipient of this
year's Shelton ‘Ohana Scholar-
ship during a virtual awards
presentation on May 18. The
family’s annual scholarship was
one of 66 awarded to graduating
Lahainaluna High School sen-
ors this year through the La-
hainaluna  High  School
Foundation.

AnitaWhite

to Lahainaluna graduates who
are continuing their education.
The recipient of this year's
$1.000 Shelton ‘Ohana Schol-
arship is Alexa Acosta, who
will be heading off to the Uni-
versity of Califomia Irvine thi
fall to pursue a degree in bu
ness administration. It is are-
newable schol
means ACost
ous and future scholarship re-
cipients, will receive a total of
$4.000 if they continue their
education for four ye:
And the Shelmns S

created the Shelton ‘Ohana En-
dowed Scholarship Fund for
undergraduate students study-

ing abroad though the Univer-
sity of Washington’s Global
Business Center. (The Univer-
sity of Washington is the cou-
ple’s alma mater.)

Like the Sheltons, the
Sakamotos have been actively
involved with the LHSF since
its carly years. The couple has
deep ties to the school: Roy.
along with his father, Hiroshi,
and daughter, Julic Flynn Sher-
lock, are all Lahainaluna gradu-
Betty has served on the
LHSF board of directors. In
2011, they created the renew-
able Roy and Betty Sa
Scholarship for gradu
hainaluna High School seni
‘The recipient of the $1,500
Roy and Betty Sakamoto

™

Scholarship for 2021 is Jumar
Dela Cruz, who will be study-

the University of Hawaii Maui
College this fall.

This year, the Sakamotos
created an additional scholar-
ship in the amount of $1.500
to honor the extraordinary life
of their dear friend and country
music legend, Charley Pride,
who died in December from
complications of COVID-19.
The Charley Pride Memorial
Scholarship was awarded to
/Akira Foreman, who will at-
tend the Univer [ i
Maui College this f:lll with her

y of

ships
were pnesemed to the students

during a virtual ceremony on
May 18. Sixty-six scholarships
totaling $141,500 were
awarded this year, includi
the Shelton “Ohana Schol
Roy and Betty Sakamoto
Scholarship. and Charley Pride
Memorial Scholarship.

The Sheltons and the
Sakamotos hope others will
consider helping students at
any local high school achieve
théir academic and carcer goals
by sponsoring a scholarship.
“We would love to ask others
in our community to consider
offering a scholarship to a col-
lege-bound student in any
§ id. Even
Seemingly simple
s gift card or

it that as many as possible are:
able to go to college with help
from the communi

For more information about
the Lahainaluna High School
Foundatior it www.la-
hainalunahighschoolfounda-
tion.org.

W Do you know a Realtors
Association of Mai member
who should be recognized for
their contributions to the
community? If so, send your
story ided to Sarah Ruppenthal
at missruppenthal @gmail com.
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newspaper vending machines.

If you have any information
please call the Maui Police
Department or The Maui
_News at 242-6369.
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email digital photos and all info to: class @mauinews.com
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